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Abstrac t 

An inHicating sign for attachment on the roof of a 
motor vehicle, consisting of a closed box wi'^h indicating 
symbols and/or indicating inscriptions such as "Taxi", 
"Police" or the like. 

For reducing its air resistance and for ensuring 
at the same time the visibility of the information provided 
thereon from all sides, the box is designed in the shape of 
a pyramid. 
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The invention relates to an indicating sign for 
attachment on the roof of a motor vehicle, consisting of a 
closed box with indicating symbols and/or, indicating 
inscriptions such as -'Taxi", "Police" or the like. 

t-h k- i 1 " 3 iUuminated box for attachment on 

the vehicle roof, „ hich COInprises . beam . like 1Uia 

sign that can be integrated therein and has indicating 
symbols or indicating inscriptions, said illuminated sign 
has a configuration which is curved in roof-l ike manner, 
' with t„ 0 parallel rectilinear lower ^ 

Parallel, but curved side, edges, it may have a constant 
cross-sectxon corresponding to the shape of the side edges 
and having preferably the form of a parabola. Th- 
illuminated sign box itself can be clamped, in the manner of 
a roof rack or carrier, in the two drains extending in the 
longitudinal direction of the vehicle. 

the , The C ° nStrUCtion 0f the illuminated sign box and 

inores C there ° f ^ V6hiCle r °° f 3 " ^ that the 

mgress of water between roof and carrier as well as between 
carrier and illuminated sign can be prevented. This 
-as , s ven as ^ cun/ed conf . gurat . on 

of illuminated sign and box, is to render possible that • 
brush rolls can be moved across the illuminated sian box 
when the vehicle is cle aned in an automatic car wash 

Although this suggested configuration of the 
illuminated sign box, in terms of aerodynamics, seems to be 
clearly better than that of prior ii luminated signs ^ 

X ar b e ox CO a n c?' U : ati ° n ' a ^ " Si — <* this 9 ili urain h ated 

sign box according to this proposal, especially at highway 
speeds, nevertheless is not negligible. A further 
disadvantage of the illuminated sign box mentioned, which is 

info™::"" ^ °' ****".^> ^ that the necessary 
C I ^ 3PPlied to the front and rear side's 

thereof and, thus, can be read only f rom the driving . 
direction or from the opposite direction. Furthermore 
mounting and demounting of the illuminated sign box in' 
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question, necessitating each time tightening and 

^ h ^ n 1 i ::' i respect r eiy ' ° f ^ * — of 

screws, also ls sonewhat troublesone. 

The object to be met by the invention is to 
proviae an i„ dica , ing sig „ ^ ^ 

disadvantages of known signs are avoided, it is to h,v 
configuration which is advahtageous in tej of ' 
aerodynamics, while bavin, at the s,„e ti.e , good 

0 hand!"""! < " eCt - * fUrther to ^ — i-ed is that 

„ . £ as weii as detachment thereof is 

Thi^oblect ^ CarriSd " faSt - P-i^e. 

featu^::',; 5 T 3CCOrding t0 tHe inVe " tio " by ^e design 
feature of the characterizing part of claim 1. 

Due to its vedge-Uke configuration, the subject 
-tter of the invention presents to the air scream a 

s C L n n S \oTh ly - 10Wer rSSiStanCe 3 beam -^ e ^-^-inated 

sign box having . length located transversely to the air 

stream t,at corresponds to the vehicle width The three 

-r r e 0 n f d the Py " mid ~— ^ — h extend obUgueiy. 
.upwardly, render possible that the information provided 
therein can be seen from all sides. 

Features of a particularly advantageous 
development of the invention are subject matter of the 
dependent claims 2 to 13. 

w-v inV6nti0n Wil1 be elated in more detail by 

:e n ;i:i: on „hL the ° perative positi ° n ° n we <* • — 

venicle, which is partly cut away; 

Figure 2 shows a top pl an view of the indicating 
sign according to Figure 1; indicating 
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Figure 3 shows a bottom view of the indicating / 
sign according ta Figures l and 2; 

Figure 4 shows a bottom view of a further 
embodiment of an indicating sign for motor vehicles 
5 according to the invention; 

Figure 5 shows a side view of the indicating sign 
according to Figure 4 in the operative position on the roof 
of a motor vehicle, which is partly cut away; and 

Figure 6 shows a sectional view of a part of the 
10 indicating sign according to Figures 4 and 5, along the 
sectional plane A-A. 

The indicating sign for attachment on the roof of 
. motor vehicle, as illustrated in Figures 1 to 6, is in the 
form of a closed box which may be provided with indicating 
15 symbols and/or indicating inscriptions such as, for 

instance, "Taxi", "Police" or the like. According to the 
invention, the box 1 has the shape of a pyramid. This 
relatively simple shape which is advantageous in terms of 
aerodynamics and, thus, fuel-saving, at the same time has 
20 the effect that the information provided thereon is visible 
from all sides. An indicating inscription 4 is provided on 
ear* of the obliquely upwardly extending side faces 2 of the 
box 1 facing with its base area 3 the vehicle roof D in its 
operative position. Within the outlines of said 
25 inscriptions, the side faces 2 are translucent, and in the 
interior of the box there is at least one light sourc, so 
that, the visibility of . the indication is ensured also in the 

, 0 ■ . Pr rami d-shaped box l has, in a particularly 

3.0 advantageous manner, an asymmetrical configuration with a 
markedly wedge-like profile as seen transversely of the 
driving direction F of the vehicle. The edge 6. of the box 
1, which in the operative position is oriented in driving 
direction,? and extends obliquely upwardly to the pyramid 
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vertex 5, is longer than the two other box edges 7, 3 which 
also meet in the pyramid vertex 5. • 

The base area of the pyramid-shaped box 1 need not 
necessarily have the form of a triangle. An advantageous 
5 configuration of the box 1 as regards the aerodynamics 
as well as the visibility of the information provided 
thereon from all sides is also ensured, for instance, with 
a pyramid having a quadrangular base area, in particular 
when the edges facing in driving direction are longer than 
10 the two other edges. 

Mounting of the box 1 on the vehicle roof D can be 
effected in an especially expedient manner magnetically, 
with a gap s being left between, the base area 3 of the box 
and the surface of the roof. Figures 1 and 3 illustrat.- a 
passible embodiment of the mounting means 9. The mounting 
means 9 is provided in the form of a carrier 10 having, in 
plan view, a double-T-conf iguration . It advantageously 
comprises a connecting beam 11 which is designed as a 
torsion bar and which is mounted on the side of the base 
area 3 of the box 1 facing the vehicle roof D. It is 
advisable to provide one permanent magnet 12 each on all 
four ends of the double-T-carrier 10. 

A further embodiment of the mounting means 9 is 
illustrated in Figures 4 to 6. 

In this embodiment, mounting takes place by means 
of three permanent magnets 112 only, which are disposed on 
two rails 113,114 in linearly slidable manner. The rails 
in turn, are mounted on the triangular, planar base area 3 
of the box l, which faces the vehicle roof D, in such a 
.ann er that one rail, namely the shorter rail 113, extends 
in drying direction F of the vehicle to a location near the 
corner of the base area 3 facing in the same direction. The 
shorter rail 113 holds one percent magnet !; 2 . The other 
longer rail 114 extends at right angles to the shorter rail' 
113 and at the same time parallel to the, as seen in driving 
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direction F, rear side edge of the base area 3 between the 
two laterally directed corners of the latter and carries two 
permanent magnets 112. 

This arrangement of the rails 113,114 is 
advantageous, but other arrangement possibilities are 
conceivable as well. 

The length of the rails 113,114 gust be 
dimensioned such that mounting of the indicating sign in a 
manner so that the base area of the pyramid-shaped box 1 
always assumes a substantially horizontal position, is also 
possible on vehicles having a so-called sunshine roof or 
having a roof provided with ribs R. Permanent magnets 112 
of circular-cylindrical configuration are particularly 
advantageous for mounting the box 1 on a vehicle roof D. 

The following measures are indicated as an 
exemplary embodiment: 

length of shorter rail 113 : L. = 350 mm 


650 mm 


length of longer rail 114 : Lj = 

diameter of permanent magents 112: d = 100 .mm 
adjustement range for magnet 112 

° n rail 113: b = 250 mm . 

adjustment range for magnets 112 

on rail 114 in total: b _ 450 mm 

It is of course also possible to arrange not two 
permanent. magnets 112 in common on one rail, but to provide 
a separate rail for each one of the permanent magnets, with 
each rail being mounted on the bottom side of the base area 
3 of the box 1 facing the vehicle roof D, in such a manner 
that the base ar, 3, upon mounting of the box 1 on a 
vehicle roof D, is adapted to assume a substantially 
horizontal position by suitably moving the permanent magnets 
112 on the rails. 
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An optimum attachment of the box 1 on a vehicle 
roof ? which is not planar . throughout , possibly may already 
be ensured when only one of the permanent magnets 112 is ■ 
slidably arranged on a rail and the other permanent m.gnets 
are attached to the base area 3 of the box l in stationary 


manner. 


15 


20 


It is advisable, furthermore, to attach the 
permanent magnets 112 on the base area 3 of the box 1 in 
such a manner that they are spatially movable at least in a 
10 restricted manner. This may be effected for each magnet- by - 
; vay of a resilient member, for instance a cylindrical member 
115 of rubber which has a restricted diameter in its middle 
portion. Anchoring of each permanent magnet' 112 is effected 
by means of a bolt 117 extending through the central bore of 
the member 115, with the associated nut lie being received 
in the associated rail 113 or 114 of C-shaped profile The 
member 115 is n, olded onto the pernianent raagnet m ^ 

described arrangement is illustrated in Figure 6 by way of 
example with regard to the mounting of one of the two rear 
permanent magnets 112 as seen in driving direction, Figure 6 
showing a side view of said arrangement in an action along 
the sectional plane A-A according to Figure 5. 

However, coupling of the permanent magnets 112 
25 llZlT, ° f baU " and - S ° Cket j ° intS ™" be conceivable 

In the manner described hereinbefore it is 
possible to achieve an optimum adaptation of the permanent 
-gnets lxa to an arbitrary vehicle roof, and thus the 

30 £0,7™! ma9netS CaPable ° f deVel °P^ th. lr maximum 

JU Molding force. 

th-'h. len9th ° f thG Gd ^ es 6 < 7 ^ 8 extending from 

the base area 3 of the box l in the direction towards the 
pvram.d vertex 5 may also be dimensioned such that they do 
not have a common point of intersection, but such that their 
-5 end points which do not constitute che corner points of the 
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base area 3 constitute the corner points of an area that is 

substantially parallel thereto. The box 1 thus has in this 

case the shape of a "cut-off" pyramid. 

As a development of this embodiment, mutually 

parallel edges 6, 7 and 8 may be provided as well. 

By doing so, a prism-like body results whose 
parallel three longitudinal edges advantageously are 
dimension,-:! shorter than the side edges of its two 
triangular faces, and which should have one of its ' 
triangular faces facing the vehicle roof D and one of its 
longitudinal edges oriented in driving direction F A 
further possibility is a prism-like body with rhombic 
horizontal section. 

A further embodiment consists in that rail n 4 
(Figure 4, is split into two rails and that the three rails 
thus provided extend substantially from the centre of the 
bottom side of box 1 radially in the direction towards the 
three corners of the bottom side. The permanent magnets n 2 
may all be disposed in slidable manner on t-.e respective 


rail 
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I claim 
1. 


An indicating sign for attachment on the roof of a 
5 motor vehicle, consisting of a closed box with indicating 
symbols and/or indicating inscriptions such as "Taxi" 
"Police" or the like, characterized in that the box has the 
shape of a pyramid. 

10 2 * . An indicating sign according to claim l 

characterized in that one indicating symbol . and/or 
indicating description each is provided on each of the three 
obliquely upwardly extending side faces of the 
pyramid-shaped box facing in the operative position the 

L5 vehicle roof with its base area. 

3- An indicating sign according to claim 1 or 2 

characterized in that the obliquely upwardly extending ' side 
faces are translucent within the outlines of the symbols 
and/or indicating inscriptions provided thereon, and in that 
at least one light source is disposed in the interior of the 
box . 

«• An indicating sign according- to any one of clai.s 

1 to 3, characterized by an asymmetrical design of the 
pyramid-shaped box with, as seen transversely of the driving 
direction, markedly wedge-like profile in that the edge (6) 
thereof,, which in the operative position is oriented 
in driving direction and extends obliquely upwardly to 
the pyramid vertex, is longer than the two other edges 
thereof which also meet in the pyramid vertex 


5. 


An indicating sign according, to any one of cl 


1 to 4, characterized in that the box i 


aims 


is magnetically 


-4 . 


10 
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c ™ °" Ve " iCle " ith ° ««P 1." between 

the base area of t „ e fonaer and the surface Qf ^ 

s - An indicating sign according to claim 5 

characterized by four permanent „ agnets each ^ 
=f the four ends of a double-T-carrier provided on the side 
or the case are, of the bo* facing the venicle roof 

7 - An indicating sig: n according to clai. 6 

characterized^" aat the connecting bea „ of 
double-T-carrier is designed as a torsion bar. 

«• An "indicating sign according to claim 5 

thereof bam, arranged on a rail in Uneariy 

. nner, and at least one rail being provided on the side of 

the base area of the box facing the vehicle roof. 

20 ew , in " iCati "9 si «" 'dcordin, to claim 8 , 

»0 Characterized in that one o, the permanent magnets is 
arranged on a shorter rail and the two other permanent 

r ein;v cran9ed on a ^" 

rail being disposed substantially parallel to the drivin „ 

» z:t: c ilt vehicie and «- -e 
to::;: s ° „r i ™ rr in drwi " di " cti °- 

corner and the , '""^ opposite said 

riant . T bein9 dUp0 " d ■"b.t.nti.Uy at 

right angies to said rail , n d paralla! „ the side *' 

jo the base are, facing away from the driving direction 

cL, f indiCati " 5 si «" eccordin, to claim 8. 

characterized in that the three permanent magnets are 
disposed on one rail each th* -v, 

u ea cn, the three rails extender, 

is :i:::;::: ally ! ™ th < — «.*- - - outward 
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ll. An indicating sign accordi.-.* co any one of claims 
5. to 10, characterized in that the permanent magnets are 
mounted on the box in spatially movable manner. 

12- An indicating sign according to claim 11, 

characterized in that resilient members are provided for 
said mounting in spatially movable manner. 

13. An indicating sign according to claim n or 12 

characterized in that the permanent magnets are each mounted 
by means of a bolt extending through the central bore of a 
cylindrical member having in its middle portion a reduced 
diameter, with the respectively associated nut being 
received in the associated rail of C-shaped profile. 

I 4 - An indicating sign according to claim U 

characterized in that the permanent magnets are mounted on 
the base area of the box by means of ball-and-socket joints. 
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